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“This book, America’s Peacemakers, reflects on the first 50 years of this Service’s extraordinary history. It also 
looks toward to the next 50. We must reaffirm our determination to meet intolerance with understanding, 
to confront ignorance with informed dialogue, and to promote opportunity, access, and inclusion – in every 
community and circumstance.”—Eric Holder, Former United States Department of Justice Attorney General 

“(T)his book about the history of CRS is an essential historical reference to obtaining an accurate under-
standing of just how prescient President Johnson was in his requirement that CRS be  a constituent part of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. We all owe a debt of gratitude to the authors and to the staff, both past and present, 
of the Community Relations Service.”—Clarence Jones, Speechwriter and Lawyer to Martin Luther King Jr. 
(from the foreword)

“America’s Peacemakers is an insightful book about the intricate complexities of our history and the lessons 
of conflict transformation that we can apply to the challenges of the present and future in order to sustain 
our messy, imperfect, and courageous union.”—Maya Soetoro-Ng, Faculty Specialist, Spark M. Matsunaga 
Institute for Peace & Conflict Resolution, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa


